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By news hound Mark Harris
Abingdon AKA the ‘more runs for your pound’ 
event; perhaps Imodium would sort this? If you 
haven’t been before, it really is a great value 
event. With two practice runs and two timed 
runs on each course, 150 participants generate a 
great deal of work for the timekeepers and their 
volunteers. At the drivers briefing, the Clerk of the 
Course Barry Guess mentioned that this event 
has been running for twenty two years and raised 
around £300k for the army benevolent fund. Hats 
off to these guys, great effort. 

One course is set up on the main runway, marked 
out with traffic cones. This may sound easy, 
but there are quite long straights, and trying to 
brake late, or maybe even later still, on each run 
you may find that you are lacking in the courage 
department (like me). 

The other course is more interesting and favours 
the more skilled drivers, featuring high-speed 
bends and a chicane. Jes Firth recounted being 
a bit too committed approaching the last corner 
on a previous visit (following a long straight then 
a long left hander) when he disappeared off into 
the long grass, losing a headlight in the process. 
Happily Jes found the headlight still intact during 
the lunch break by simply following the flattened 
grass on the route his car took!

On arrival at Abingdon this time, the usual motley 
crew plus a few new faces made a respectable 
19 entrants for Classic Marques. Instead of the 
usual blinding sun and hay fever experienced 
here in previous years, there was rain and a chill 
in the air. This suited the lower powered cars, but 
didn’t seem to have a calming effect on Mr. Lyle, 
Mr. Firth, or Mr. Barnard. When the conditions are 
poor, the skill set of this group shines through. 
The rain during practice didn’t seem to bother 
them, whilst the remainder of us tootled round 
and learnt where the grip was. 

Jes Firth

Steve Lyle

Howard Barnard
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By the time our timed runs commenced, the sun 
was breaking through the clouds and the courses 
dried quickly. This can be seen from the difference 
in the practice and timed runs recorded. 

Chatting to Paul Slade during the lunch break 
(beautiful fixed head E type) he confided to be not 
the bravest soul on previous years on the high 
speed Abingdon course, but looking at Paul’s 
times he must have given himself a stern talking 
to prior to driving! I tried a stern talking to, in 
fact both Chris and I were given a ‘pep talk’ by 
Howard stating we could go a lot faster, but we 
failed miserably! Howard, our 2018 Champion has 
recently moved to the list 1B tyres, so it will be 
interesting to see what improvements in times he 
can achieve with the new rubber?

Mark Harris

Mark Harris

Paul Slade Nic Olson

The top three finishers, once the aggregate times 
were computed were; Third place ‘Flying Firth’ in 
the Frankengriff; second place Nic Olson in the 
gorgeous Esprit S3 and in first place “Sideways’ 
Steve Lyle. The handicap algorithm working its 
magic, all top six positions being rewarded with 
good points. 

The first timers at Abingdon expressed their 
approval, and the old timers had a jolly nice time.

I think it will be safe to say there will be a good 
turn out in 2020 for this hoot of an event.
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The first timers (LEFT) at Abingdon expressed their approval,  
and the old timers (RIGHT) had a jolly nice time.

Nigel Walton Steve Small

Larry Jeram-Croft Jes Firth

Don Bissell Martyn Phillis

John Swift Graham Beale
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FRIENDS OF STOWFORD
Stowford House was formerly found towards the 
South-eastern part of the airfield in the village of 
Shippon. Sadly, 10 years ago Oxfordshire County 
Council withdrew its funding leaving the residents 
without a central care facility or focus amongst 
their collective of small but independent dwellings.

Whilst the long-term care for people with learning 
difficulties and their need for substantial nursing 
care is provided by ‘Out-workers’ from the 
NHS Trust, the residents are left with no formal 
arrangements for transportation or any inter-
action with each other.

There are currently 27 people of all ages (15 men 
/ 12 women) in the group who strive to maintain 
a degree of normality in their day-to-day lives. 
Support and welfare is provided through the 
volunteers, The Friends of Stowford who are a 
registered charity made up of relatives and friends 
of the residents. They work ceasingly to provide 
a better way of life through physical and fund-
raising activities and this is where the contribution 
from the Abingdon Motorsport CAR-nival is vital. 
Chairperson Anne Brownson comments ‘It is 
absolutely certain that without the yearly Abingdon 
Motorsport CAR-nival we simply would not exist 
and in all honesty, our residents quality of life 
would be severely affected. In fact, the Stowford 
Community would have probably been dispersed 
when the main house closed a few years back if it 
hadn’t been for the CAR-nival event.’

For their part it’s not simply a case of smiling 
and accepting the cheques as The Friends of 
Stowford contribute enormously to the success of 
CAR-nival. Whether it be through the negotiated 
free supply of over 1,000 road cones from 
Enterprise-Mouchell, the evening BBQ and Pig-
Roast or their Tea & Cake service through Sunday 
afternoon, they get stuck in and add to the whole 
atmosphere.

THE DALTON BARRACKS SOLDIERS 
WELFARE FUND
In 2016, the CAR-nival changed its emphasis, 
turning it’s attention to an issue much closer to 
home. Government cut-backs and reductions 
in budgets has meant the MoD has had to 
concentrate solely on the infrastructure of the 
military operation. With reducing funds for ‘extra, 
non-essential works’, many of the facilities (both 
social and recreational) within Dalton Barracks 
have either fallen into disrepair or are in need 
of urgent attention. The affects the ‘off-duty’ 
life of the soldiers posted to Abingdon who are 
often either on route to oversees deployment or 
returning from active service in areas of severe 
conflict.

This means that some facilities are unheated 
in winter, often with leaking roofs or missing 
windows and virtually no ‘extra-curricular’ 
activities exist and there is very little to do when 
not on duty. To help improve things, Abingdon 
Motorsports CAR-nival is joining with other 
organisations in forming a sort of ‘Dalton Barracks 
Soldiers Welfare Fund’ to help finance a number 
of projects to improve life for our soldiers such as 
sports teams and societies. It may be utilising a 
disused drill hall for a social club or mini-cinema, 
or even helping with a new table-tennis set or a 
repair to the broken pool table…. It all counts!

Every penny raised goes directly into specific 
projects related to the daily life at Dalton Barracks 
and nothing is ‘added’ to existing MoD repairs 
or reinstatements so rest assured that every 
contribution is used for the stated purpose.

More on the charities supported by Abingdon Car-nival
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From on-the-spot reporter Steve Cork
Hello All, and welcome to my first Oily Rag report. I was “Facebook peer pressured” into this, so you 
have Phil Ludbrook to blame if I make a complete cobblers of it…

First of all, I’d like to thank the long standing members of Classic Marques for welcoming the Scimitar 
contingent into the Club and Championship. I have to say that it’s added a very welcome extra 
dimension to our competing, not to mention a huge selection of events at some great tracks and hills.  
So onto the report! 

We arrived at Three Sisters in reasonably warm 
weather, if a little overcast. The forecast was for 
this to continue up until around 2pm. Signing 
on and scrutineering were completed without 
too much effort and we all duly trotted off to the 
drivers’ meeting at 09:15am. The takeaway phrase 
from the meeting was “We’ll be following the new 
rules, and you will only be required to carry out 
one practice run. All subsequent runs will count 
for the awards”. This gem of information coupled 
with the weather forecast was good news for us, 
as it should’ve meant (note the use of “should’ve”) 
that we would get a couple of dry runs in the bag 
before the heavens were scheduled to open at 
2pm. More on that later…….

Those that hadn’t competed before at Three 
Sisters were asked to stay behind for further 
instruction. A while later they emerged, clambered 
into a variety of tow and track cars and set off in 
convoy around the track for a guided tour. A nice 
touch, as it would be very easy to get it wrong and 
be unable to find your way off the circuit. 

I was “Facebook peer pressured” into this, so you have Phil 
Ludbrook to blame if I make a complete cobblers of it…

Three Sisters Circuit
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Practice 
As we were running at the end of the program 
order, it was just before 11am that we had our first 
practice laps. Everyone got round without a hitch. 
Roger Fish was quickest with an 82.90 followed 
very closely by Clive Class and Matt Rowe.

T1
T1 began in dry warm weather. The lower 
numbered drivers and one driver from each of 
the double driven cars had the benefit of these 
conditions. As I mentioned earlier the rain had been 
booked for 2pm, but someone hadn’t received the 
memo. Whilst in the queue for our runs, a few drops 
splashed onto the windscreen. The drops were 

quickly superseded by a constant flow of rain, and 
ultimately a very heavy downpour. It goes without 
saying that the timed runs were affected as a result.

Clive Class managed an 86.86 in his Morgan, 
followed by John Wadsworth in the MX5 with a 
91.57 and Honda powered Roger Fish with a 93.52. 
For the Scimitar drivers, the main beneficiary of the 
changing conditions was rookie Andy King in his 
1600cc SS1. He’d managed a 94.18 on a dry track, 
which was a time none of us could beat in the wet 
with our higher powered Tamworth Torpedos. His 
double driving companion Phil Howard could only 
muster a 107.34 in T1, which just goes to show  
how the rain can turn things around. (“No 
bitterness, honest guv!”)

Matt Rowe

Clive Class

Nigel Walton

John Wadsworth

The following is based on scratch times and not handicap times.
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T2
We broke for lunch at around 12pm, and of course 
the rain stopped. At 13:15 a few people enjoyed a re-
run (I’m not sure what the issues were) and then the 
T2 runs started, along with another heavy downpour. 
A few of us improved on our previous wet times, 
but those that had enjoyed the dry run were notably 
slower. This changed the order yet again.

Clive Class managed a 90.10 to go quickest, 
Adrian Smith in his BMW Z4 drove a very quick 
90.57, with Roger Fish just 1/10th of a second 
behind on 90.67. 

T3
By T3 it was pretty obvious that the weather was 
not going to improve, so quite a few competitors 
were packing up and leaving. Everyone except 
Clive Class posted a time for T3 in CM. Maybe 
Clive decided that “his work here was done”, 
which judging by his earlier runs was fair. Quickest 
for T3 was the ever improving Adrian Smith with a 
90.13 followed by Roger Fish with a 92.83 and me 
with a 94.57 in my Scimitar SS1 Turbo.

Andy King

Steve Cork

Adrian Smith

Roger Fish
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With handicap witchcraft applied,  
the top three of the day were:

1. Adrian Smith (BMW Z4) 
81.43secs

2. Clive Class (Morgan Plus 8)  
81.52secs

3. Andy King (Scimitar SS1 1600) 
82.70secs

T4 didn’t count for CM but it does for the Scimitar 
Championship, so a few of us had another go. 
I managed to shave a bit more off my time, but 
the others added time. Ben Curry was thoroughly 
enjoying himself and continued onto T6, yes you 
read that correctly T6! His T6 time was 92.92 
scratch, which he’s rightly very proud of. 

Another notable occurrence was Noor Ali spinning 
across the finishing line in the wet, a great trick if 
you can do it!

Ben Curry

Stuart Maclean

Noor Ali

Steve Cork

Editor’s note
Three Sisters is definitely at the Marmite end of the calendar. Many of our northern contenders love this 
gem of a circuit for its challenging twists and turns but its situation near Wigan means that it is often wet 
and the drive up the M6 on a Friday night has deterred all but the most resolute of soft southern folk.
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Classic Marques Sports Car Club would like to thank  
Toyo Tires UK for their continued and generous sponsorship in 2019

At the end of the season a set of Toyo tyres will be presented  
to our championship winner by Alan Meaker from Toyo Tires UK.

At the end of the 2018 season a set of Toyo tyres was presented to our  
championship winner Howard Barnard by Alan Meaker from Toyo Tires UK.
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