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It seems years ago that we kicked off our season at Goodwood in April. There have been many 

ups and downs and twists and turns both figuratively and literally; and we’ve experienced joy, 

frustration and expense, then more joy, more frustration and even more expense. We’ve seen fog, 

mud, rain in various quantities and brilliant sunshine, although I can’t quite bring to mind when 

the sunshine was; and through it all, much more than this, we did it the Classic Marques way:  

We are a broad church and long may it remain so. 

The Flying Everetts enjoyed a highly competitive if 

perilous season but have resolved to return, bigger, better, 

stronger in 2018. When they do, they’d better be ready 

because there’s people waiting for you…. 

The 2017 season was remarkable in a number of ways but probably the most significant was we 

fielded 61 drivers in 20 different marques of car. Our biggest year to date. Another significant 

metric for me was that we had 10 championship contenders who finished the season with their 

points average in the 24s.  
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The commentators at “prestigious” venues such as Prescott and Shelsley are sometimes a little 

bit sniffy about the cars in our class. I am unable to comprehend their superior attitude when you 

consider that what we are doing is bringing sports cars together for competition. We are not 

called Classic Marques for no reason; our more modern cars are the classics of tomorrow – and 

we must keep in mind that the humble MX5 is the most popular sports car of all time. 

Just a small selection of the classic cars we take to 

venues the length and breadth of the country. We 

are welcomed by organising clubs everywhere and 

much enjoyed by the spectators who come to watch. 

2017 Season  

More recently, Classic Marques has been talking to other sports car clubs, some of which are 

interested in our open door policy and would like to bring some of their cars to our events. In 

2018 we could see cars entered from Mogsport, the Scimitar Sabre championships perhaps the 

odd Alpine Renault.   
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I’d like to finish with some of my favourite photos from our dinner and presentations evening. 

It’s great to get together once a year to celebrate each other’s achievements and I have already 

published our list of our award winners for 2017. This is my gallery of favourite photos from the 

evening. 
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I got the feeling Brian may have heard 

this story before. 

Matt Rowe and Janet Fish – I am 

hoping that it’s just a sneeze.. 

It’s all about to kick off - Graham Beale 

wants Paul Slade outside – now! 

Peter Owles being his usual 

charming self. 
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2017 Season Gallery 

Mark Hankins took home silverware 

for novice runner up and shiniest car, 

but his lady should have got a trophy 

for best tattoo. That’s a beauty. 

The Barnard brothers look like the 

Kray Twins as they take home the 

silver from a little job they’ve just 

done. 

Tom Barnard would promise Sam 

anything in the world, if only she’d buy 

some raffle tickets. 

I had to remind Jes Firth that it 

was someone else’s name he needed 

to have engraved on the trophy this 

year. Jes regards the trophy as 

loaned to Mark Everett. There may 

be sparks next year. 
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2017 Season Gallery 

Matt Rowe’s trophy presentation was 

characteristically understated. 

Whereas Phil Ludbrook was just 

happy to soak up the applause. 

The Everetts were delighted to receive 

the first family award for Driving for 

the Crowds – it seemed only fair. 

Matt Eady won Ginetta champion 

again this year but it might be a bit 

more difficult in 2018. Then again, it 

might not. 
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2017 Season Gallery 

Steve Dennis had an unbelievably bad 

2017 season but collected silver for his 

pains. Whether he managed to get it 

home safely is undocumented. 

Our Runner Up Roger Fish was 

delighted with his trophy, had enjoyed 

a fantastic season, had made hundreds 

of new friends and had been appointed 

spokesman for the United Nations. 

After several hours, Steve reminded 

Roger that we had to be out by 

daybreak. 

Dawn Fidler is an inspirational lady 

and it has been a pleasure and 

privilege for Classic Marques to 

support the Joshua Wilson Children’s 

Brain Tumour charity again this 

year. 
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2017 Season Gallery 

Act 1, Scene 1, The Importance of 

Being Everett. A slapstick comedy in 

which lots of things get broken. 

Starring Mark Everett playing 

himself and all his family and friends 

looking the other way whenever he has a 

good idea. 

Mark receives his winner’s trophy from 

Dawn – actually the 2nd winner’s 

trophy he’d picked up that night. 

Asked if it was a hollow victory 

because Jes Firth hadn’t been out 

this year. It seems not.  

That’s it for another year – congratulations to Mark and all our trophy winners, and to 

everyone who has helped to make Classic Marques the success that it has become. I can 

confirm already that Toyo Tires are sponsoring out winner again in 2018 which is 

fantastic news.  

Have a brilliant Christmas and a wonderful New Year. 
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Classic Marques Speed Challenge would like to thank Toyo Tires UK 

and Sports Car Hire for sponsoring us again in 2018. 

At the end of the season a set of Toyo tyres will 

be presented to our championship winner by Alan 

Meaker from Toyo Tires UK. 

2017 /15 -Issue 32 

Credits for this issue of Oily Rag: 

Words – Steve Cox 

Timekeepers – None  

Photographs – Peta Marhall and Coxypix 

Magazine editor – Steve Cox 


